
Key Philosopher Key Ideas Key Quote 

St. Thomas 
Aquinas 

 
1225-1274 AD 

He was a Catholic priest and theologian. He 
developed a number of key ideas in his book 

Summa Theologica. 
Cosmological Argument – Everything in nature has a 

cause, so the universe must have had a cause. 
There must, however, have been an un-caused first 

cause, otherwise nothing would have ever been 
created. This must be God. 

Design Argument – Everything in nature appears to 
be moving towards a common goal. As irrational 

objects cannot make decisions, an intelligent power 
such as God must be guiding the earth. 

In the cosmos as we 
experience it, it is obvious 

to us that some things 
change. Now, whatever 
changes must have been 

changed by something else. 
And if that something else 

in turn changes then it 
must have been changed 

by another. But this cannot 
go on to infinity… you 

eventually have to arrive at 
something that is 

unchanging. This is God! 

St. Augustine 

 
354-430 AD 

Augustine started his life as an atheist, living 
however he wanted. He later became convinced 
that he needed God’s forgiveness and became a 
bishop in the church. He wrote a book called the 
Confessions explaining how every human has a 

longing for God. He also showed how God could 
exist even though there was evil and suffering in 

the world. 

You [God] have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are 

restless until they find 
their rest in you. 

St. Irenaeus 

 
1st Century AD 

Irenaeus defended God’s existence, explaining how 
God can allow evil and suffering to exist. He claims 
that humans are born with an ‘immature’ soul. The 
soul develops and grows spiritually by overcoming 
problems in life. Suffering helps build and develop 

the soul into a ‘mature’ soul that is ready to be 
reunited with God 

No man can know God 
unless God has taught him; 
that is to say, that without 

God, God cannot be 
known. 

Charles Darwin 

 
1809-1882 AD 

Darwin proposed the theory of evolution and 
natural selection. He claimed that animals and 

humans developed over millions of years, through 
adaptation and natural selection (survival of the 

fittest). Our closest living ancestors are monkeys, 
Although he was a Christian, he questioned how 
God could allow evil and suffering to exist in the 

world. 

It is not the strongest of the 
species that survive, nor 
the most intelligent, but 

the one most responsive to 
change. 

James Ussher 

 
1581-1656 AD 

Catholic Bishop who used the 
Bible to calculate the age of 

the Earth, as well as a 
timeline of events in the 

Bible. He worked out that the 
world was created around 

4004BC. 

I incline to this opinion, that from the evening 
ushering in the first day of the World, to that 

midnight which began the first day of the 
Christian era, there was 4003 years, For 
according to our account, the building of 

Solomon’s Temple was finished in the 3000 year 
of the World, and in the 4000 year of the World, 

the days being fulfilled, in which the Blessed 
Virgin, Mother of God, was to bring forth Christ. 

William Paley 

 
1743-1805 AD 

Developed a design argument in which he 
compares the universe to a watch. A watch shows 
evidence of design because it is so complicated, 
and it would not make sense to say that a watch 

came together by chance. Similarly, the universe is 
so complicated that it must have been the product 

of a clever designer, not chance. That clever 
designer must be God. 

 
Every example of complex 

design in nature is far 
greater than any human 
invention and therefore 

must have been designed. 

Karl Marx 

 
1818-1883 AD 

Karl Marx was an atheist and the founder of 
communism. He believed that religion was used 

by rich people to control the masses. He 
compared religion to opium, meaning that it is 

used to give false happiness to people. 

Religion is the sigh of the 
oppressed creature, the heart 
of a heartless world, and the 
soul of soulless conditions. It 
is the opium of the people. 

Blaise Pascal 

 
1623-1662 AD 

French philosopher who said that belief in God 
was like a gamble. If God doesn’t exist, and you 

believe in God, you lose nothing. But if God does 
exist, you go to Heaven. If you don’t believe in 
God, and God is real, you go to Hell. The only 

good outcome can happen if you have faith, so it 
is logical to believe in God. 

Belief is a wise wager. 
Granted that faith cannot be 
proved, what harm will come 

to you if you gamble on its 
truth and it proves false? If 

you gain, you gain all; if you 
lose, you lose nothing. 
Wager, then, without 

hesitation, that He exists. 

David Hume 

 
1711-1776 AD 

British philosopher who believed that people in 
Europe automatically believed in the Christian God 
without thinking. He said that the presence of evil 
in the world shows that the love and power of God 

is a myth. He also believed that miracles were 
impossible, and that rational people should accept 

that if they see a miracle happen, it is far more 
likely that they have been deceived in some way 

than that a miracle has actually occurred. 

The life of man is of no 
greater importance to the 
universe than that of an 

oyster. 
 

Bertrand Russell 

 
1872-1970 AD 

Said the cosmological argument was wrong, as if 
everything needs a cause, then so would God. It is 
just as likely that the universe carries on infinitely 

into the past as there is a being who just so 
happens to exist outside the laws of time and 

space. He was the most famous atheist of the 20th 
Century. 

I believe that when I die I 
shall rot, and nothing of my 

ego will survive. 

 
 
 

  



C.S. Lewis 

 
1898-1963 AD 

A Christian who wrote the Narnia books 
to introduce children to Christianity. 

Wrote many other books, including ‘A 
grief observed’, where he reflects on 

the purpose of suffering after the death 
of his wife, and how this was a 

challenge to his faith. He also wrote 
“Mere Christianity” where he explained 

why he believed that Jesus was God. 

A man who was merely a man and said 
the sort of things Jesus said would not 

be a great moral teacher. He would 
either be a lunatic--on the level with a 
man who says he is a poached egg--or 
he would be the devil of hell. You must 
take your choice. Either this was, and 

is, the Son of God, or else a madman or 
something worse. You can shut him up 
for a fool or you can fall at his feet and 

call him Lord and God. 

Plato 

 
428-348 BC 

A Greek philosopher who believed that our world is 
a world of ‘appearances’ and that a part of us came 

from the world ‘as it really is’, which he calls the 
world of ‘forms’. The world around us is an 

imperfect recreation of the world of forms. Our 
soul belongs to the world of forms, while our 

bodies are imperfect recreations of us, which we 
will leave behind when we die. This was an 

inspiration for Christian views on the separation 
between body and everlasting soul. 

 We ought to fly away from 
earth to heaven as quickly 
as we can; and to fly away 
is to become like God, as 
far as this is possible; and 
to become like him is to 
become holy, just, and 

wise. 

Aristotle 

 
384-322 BC 

A Greek philosopher, who believed that the soul 
was the ‘essence’ of a living creature. It is not 

separate from a living creature, and so the soul dies 
when a living thing dies. He believed there must 
have been a God to cause the universe because 

everything in the universe has one of four different 
types of cause. 

The series of causes must 
start with something, since 

nothing can come from 
nothing 

Epicurus 

 
341-270 BC 

A Greek philosopher who developed a theory on 
the problem of evil. Said that if God was powerful, 

loving, and knowing, then he would have the 
power, motivation, and knowledge to stop evil. 

Because evil exists in the world, the Christian idea 
of God must be wrong, or God cannot exist. 

Either God cannot abolish 
evil, or He will not; if He 

cannot then He is not all-
powerful; if He will not then 

He is not all-good 

Immanuel Kant 

 
1724-1804 AD 

Kant developed the Categorical Imperative, which says 
that the right thing to do in a situation must be able to be 
a universal law – a rule for everyone. For example, lying is 

always wrong. He also said that humans must be 
respected and valued, not used. Kant believed that the 
world was separated into ‘phenomena’ (the world as it 
appears to us through our senses) and ‘noumena’ (the 

world as it really exists). God lives in the world of 
noumena, which we can never know because our 
perception of the world is affected by our senses. 

All our knowledge 
begins with the 

senses, proceeds 
then to the 

understanding, and 
ends with reason. 
There is nothing 

higher than reason. 

Steven Hawking 

 
1942 - AD 

Physicist who developed a number of theories 
about space and time. Said that it was important 

for scientists to explain their findings that now 
answer many questions originally asked of religion, 

but that there were still many unanswered 
questions that science cannot answer. 

We are just an advanced 
breed of monkeys on a 
minor planet of a very 

average star. But we can 
understand the Universe. 
That makes us something 

very special. 

Freidrich 
Nietszche 

 
1844-1900 AD 

Famously said “God is dead”. He believed that 
imperfections in the world were proof of the 

absence of God. He also believed that morality was 
not fixed, but varied according to power, and that 
the powerful used morality and ethics to control 

others. 

I cannot believe in a God 
who wants to be praised all 

the time. 

Dante 

 
1265-1321 AD 

Wrote the book Inferno, where he is given a tour of 
Hell by a character named Virgil. There were 9 pits 
of Hell, in which people are punished according to 
their crimes. This was very popular in the Catholic 

Church. 

Heaven wheels above you, 
displaying to you her 

eternal glories, and still 
your eyes are on the 

ground. 
 

Richard Dawkins 

 
1941 – AD 

Author of ‘the God Delusion’ and one of the most 
outspoken atheists. Argues that there is no God, 
that religion is a source of suffering in the world, 

and that there is rational reason to believe in God.  
As an evolutionary biologist, he believes that 

science has proved religion to be false. 

I am against religion 
because it teaches us to be 

satisfied with not 
understanding the world. 

John Stuart Mill 

 
1806-1873 AD 

J.S. Mill believed that society should be 
governed by rules that aimed to bring 
about the most happiness rather than 

each action being decided on whether it 
brought happiness. 

He criticised the design argument, saying 
that nature is cruel and harsh, and that if 
there was any design in the world it was 

the product of a cruel designer, which not 
fit in with the Christian views of God. 

“Nature does all this with the most 
lofty disregard both of mercy and of 

justice, firing her weapons 
indiscriminately at the best and 

noblest people along with the lowest 
and worst; at those who are engaged 

in the highest and worthiest 
enterprises, and often as the direct 

consequence of the noblest acts - as 
though Nature were punishing 

people for acting well!” 
 



Martin 
Heidegger 

 
1889-1976 AD 

Heidegger argued that the job of philosophy was to 
reveal the truth of the world around us. This truth 
could be discovered through ordinary events. He 

did not make it clear whether he believed in God or 
not. In a famous interview he said he was waiting 

for God, suggesting he was waiting for specific 
evidence of God. 

The most thought-
provoking thing in our 

thought-provoking time is 
that we are still not 

thinking. 

Alvin Plantinga 

 
1932 - AD 

Plantinga is a famous American professor who has 
devoted his life to seeking to prove that God exists. 

He claims that God must exist because he is all 
powerful and that everyone knows deep down that 

he does exist. He argues that evil and suffering 
happen because of free will which God gave to 

human beings. 

If we don't know that there 
is such a person as God, we 
don't know the first thing 

(the most important thing) 
about ourselves, each other 

and our world. This is 
because the most 

important truths about us 
and them, is that we have 
been created by the Lord, 
and utterly depend upon 

him for our continued 
existence. 

William Lane 
Craig 

 
1949 - AD 

Has devoted his life to debating with atheists in 
both America and the United Kingdom. His main 
argument is that there must be a God because 

everything that begins to exist has a cause. Because 
we know the universe began to exist, there must 

have been a cause of the universe and only God is 
powerful enough to cause the universe. 

If there is no God, then 
man and the universe are 

doomed. Like prisoners 
condemned to death, we 

await our unavoidable 
execution. There is no God, 

and there is no 
immortality. And what is 

the consequence of this? It 
means that life itself is 

absurd. It means that the 
life we have is without 
ultimate significance, 

value, or purpose. 

Karl Popper 

 
1902-1994 AD 

Karl Popper famously argued that science operates 
as a religion, because scientists base all their beliefs 
on the scientific method. He argued that scientific 

beliefs must be able to be criticised for them to 
have any meaning. 

In so far as a scientific 
statement speaks about 

reality, it must be 
falsifiable; and in so far as 
it is not falsifiable, it does 
not speak about reality. 
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reveal the truth of the world around us. This truth 
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